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Councillor Paul Hopfensperger 

   
Report to Howard Estate Association of Residents and Tenants (H.E.A.R.T.) 

Monday July 15, 2019        

1. Meeting with developers of Marham Park – Wednesday July 10, 2019 

At a meeting with Countryside Properties, the developers of the entire Marham Park site last 
Wednesday, I made a note of the following points:- 

• The site incorporates a mix of 1 - 5 bedroom homes. 

• It will be spring of next year before the Fornham and Bury side footpaths are linked up. 

• All of the green space will eventually be handed over to West Suffolk, but at present there is no 
date for this to happen. 

• The new care home will be finished early next year. 

• The Tollgate Gyratory road upgrade has been handed £245,000 (index linked to £271,000). Suffolk 
County Councillor Rebecca Hopfensperger informed the meeting that there will be a consultation 
on proposals for the junction this autumn. 

• There will be a FREE bus service (up to 4 people per household), a Dial Up/Demand Responsive 
service which should be finalised in the next 2 weeks. It will be free for 3 months. 

• There will be a £105,000 Cycle Improvement Fund for cycle routes/footpaths throughout the 
Howard Estate and Mildenhall Road Estate. 

• The entire site is proposed to be finished between 2025 to 2026. 

• The Countryside Properties homes are of a higher specification than the other homes on the site. 

• Sales are at about 2 per month, it was anticipated to be around 4 per month. 

• They have identified the need for more smaller homes. Therefore, land parcels A & B (overlooking 
the Bury St Edmunds Golf Club) will now be more 1 - 2 bedroom homes rather than the big 4 - 5 
bedroom homes originally planned. This will increase the number of homes from 1,060 plus the 
Care Home to 1,140 plus the Care Home.  

• I asked on behalf of and as requested by H.E.A.R.T. how many affordable/social housing units 
there would be. The response was 30% of the 1,140 would be affordable of which 70% of the 
30% would be social. I queried this (as it is generally the other way around) and the speaker 
informed me “don’t quote me on that” but he thought it was the correct number. We can only 
hope this is correct. 

• There will be a small convenience store built in “The Square” near the Bloor homes. 

• There will be potential vehicle access to the Howard Primary School past the care home. This will 
not however, be completed as Suffolk County Council has suggested it is coming into the school 
ground from the wrong place i.e. The main playing field.  
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2. Bury St Edmunds Town Council Bring Back Mayor and Deputy Mayor of Bury St Edmunds Roles 

As has been heavily discussed over the past couple of years, following the demise of St Edmundsbury 
Borough Council on March 31st, 2019 causing the loss of the position of Mayor of St Edmundsbury, 
Bury St Edmunds Town Council have been in discussions for some months now about bringing back 
the role of Mayor of Bury St Edmunds. This has been fully supported by H.E.A.R.T. throughout the 
process. I am delighted to say that following the longest ever meeting of  the Bury St Edmunds Town 
Council on Wednesday June 26th, the roles Mayor and Deputy Mayor of Bury St Edmunds were re-
instated. The Mayor is Cllr Pete Thompson (Moreton Hall), and I am honoured to be Deputy Mayor. 

  

 
Above: Members of the Guildhall Feoffment Trust at The Guildhall on June 27, 2019 

The very first event was held the following day where over 300 pupils from the Guildhall Feoffment 
School, Members of the Guildhall Feoffment Trust (the Guildhall Feoffees), residents of the Guildhall 
Feoffment Alms houses the County Upper Chamber Choir, the Phoenix Folk Guitar Group and members 
of the public assembled to commemorate the 538th annual Jankyn Smyth day. 
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This service is believed to be the oldest endowed charities’ service in the country. It commemorates 
the many benefactors of this town, the most notable of whom is Jankyn Smyth, a citizen of this town 
in the fifteenth century. 

Brief History of Jankyn Smyth and The Guildhall Feoffment Trust 

 

Jankyn Smyth’s original bequest in 1481 was to 
provide funds with which the citizens of Bury St 
Edmunds could pay a large sum of money due to 
each new Abbot of Bury St Edmunds on his election. 
Later benefactors enlarged the endowment to 
enable the Trust to meet other needs, some 
specific, other for general purposes which were 
covered by the phrase “common profit and benefit 
to the inhabitants of Bury St Edmunds” In the 16th 
Century the Feoffees took the administration of the 
town into their own hands after the dissolution of 
the Abbey.  

Some of them were involved in granting the town’s Charter of Incorporation in 1606 (from which the 
first Bury St Edmunds Town Council was formed) and provided money towards the cost of 
incorporation in 1606. They provided money towards the cost of incorporation on the grounds that in 
time to come it would be to the benefit of the town as a whole. 

The Feoffees now run almshouses in College Square, Northgate Street and Southgate Street which 
provide homes for up to 32 people over the age of 60 in Bury St Edmunds. Recently, the three 
almshouses operated under the Charity of Sir Thomas and Lady Kytson at Hengrave, and the four 
almshouses of the Fennel Memorial Homes in St. Andrews Street, became part of the Guildhall 
Feoffment Trust in January 2010. 

3. Memorial at Howard Primary 

I will be meeting with the Head Teacher of Howard Primary this week to discuss the memorial plaque 
which I pledged as part of my election manifesto. The current ideas are as follows:- 

• A Memorial on the wall somewhere in the school made of a style similar to a headstone of carved 
granite with porcelain photos of the two boys and the father who all tragically lost their lives in 
the 1970’s. 

• Carol Todd has located the original tree on the old primary school land which was planted for Paul 
Bayford. I have asked Greener Growth if we could take a cutting somehow and re-plant it in the 
new school grounds. I am no gardener, but I hope this may be possible. 

I will update you  next month on progress following my meeting and getting costings for the project. 

4. Defibrillator 

I am currently getting costings for the new Defibrillator which I pledged to provide from my locality 
budget funding during the elections. It will go outside the Newbury Community Centre underneath the 
archway. 

5. Full Council Tomorrow Night 

Tomorrow is the full council meeting of West Suffolk Council. It will be held in the West Suffolk House 
Conference Chamber at 6:30pm. Members of the public who live or work in West Suffolk may put 
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questions about the work of the Council or make statements on items on the agenda to members of 
the Cabinet or any Committee. A person who wishes to speak must register at least 15 minutes before 
the time the meeting is scheduled to start. i.e. 6:15pm. 

6. Oakes Road Woods and Woodland Nature Trail 

 
6.1 You may well have seen over the weekend the simply outrageous deposit of litter by one of the 
benches on the Oakes Road Nature Trail. I have so far been responsible for raising £25,000 towards 
the cost of this project and to see this is just quite honestly, heart breaking. I contacted West Suffolk 
Council Parks department and it has been removed, but It is just simply outrageous, especially with 
the world in such a perilous stage of climate change. I would ask whoever did this to please think about 
the planet, the environment and the cost of your actions before you do anything like this again. 

6.2 I also asked for a West Suffolk Council Ranger to attend today following an e-mail from a resident 
who was shocked at the paths being so overgrown, especially by stinging nettles. Not good for the 
young kiddies that may go up there. Also the bug hotels and the plaques against the memorial trees 
running along the woodland are quite overgrown. To the point of not being able to even see the 
plaques. Hopefully this ahs been addressed today, or if not, it should be this week. 
 
IMPORTANT FOOTNOTE 

If anyone has any questions on anything or issue(s) to raise with me then e-mail is always the best 
way to contact me (NOT Facebook Messenger or Facebook posts or Twitter which are not GDPR 
compliant).  

I must have your consent to pass the e-mail on to 3rd parties help address your issue. Please put “You 
have my permission to pass this e-mail onto whoever you deem necessary to address this issue” or 
similar. Thank you.  

Paul J. Hopfensperger 
________________________________________          15/07/2019 
Cllr. Paul Hopfensperger 
Independent Councillor for St Olaves Ward - Since 2005 
Bury St Edmunds Town Council and West Suffolk Council 
Deputy Mayor of Bury St Edmunds 


