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Councillor Paul Hopfensperger 

   
St Olaves Ward – Ward Report (Dec 2019 – Jan 2020) 

 

Firstly, a belated Happy New Year and of course decade to you all. The past year has been a particularly 
difficult one, with many local councillors’ intent on doing everything they can to stop me delivering for 
the people of St Olaves Ward and indeed Bury St Edmunds. My crime? I do not belong to a political 
party! But I will not let petty party politics get in my way. You elected me last year to represent you on 
two councils, and democracy will win in the end. I will post what Barry Peters, Editor of the Bury Free 
Press, wrote in his weekly column in his new year’s message. This is what he said:- 

 

1. Clay Road/Marham Park Footpath Update 

 

1.1. Since last month, and following months of e-mail correspondence, the fence has been re-instated 
at the end of Clay Road leading to Marham Park. This should now prevent the cars from driving 
down the path which was happening regulalry. A Bury St Edmunds Town Council combined dog 
mess/litter bin, which I requested last year, will now imminently be installed near the lamp post. 
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1.2 I have been contacted by someone who has informed me that there are allegedly moves afoot from 
the Marham Park Residents Association (RAMP) to close off the footpath now that we have spent 
so many months trying to get it open, finished off and the litter bin installed! Apparently, due to a 
number of thefts over the past few months, I am reliably informed that RAMP have said:- 

“A first step to reduce crime will be to shut the cut through to Clay Road as this not only 
provides easy access to our development but also a convenient escape route for offenders.” 

I have contacted a planning officer at West Suffolk Council, in particular an alleged 
statement from a member of RAMP which suggested that the police were against the cut 
through at the planning stage. This is their response:- 

“As you know, the connection between Marham Park and Clay Road is one of two 
pedestrian and cycle links between this site and the existing development to the south. 
These links have been part of the proposals since the adopted masterplan and are 
required to ensure the site is well-connected to the existing town to facilitate sustainable 
modes of transport. The requirement for new development to promote and encourage 
sustainable travel is set out in our Local Development Plan policies and is also a 
requirement of National Planning policy. 

I have looked back through the original applications here and have spoken with Chris Rand 
regarding the suggestion that the police originally objected to the path. Chris has advised 
me that he has no recollection whatsoever of any objection from the police at any stage of 
the process from allocation and policy formulation through to outline planning 
application. I have looked at the planning file for the outline consent (which confirmed the 
principle of a path in this location in the approved parameter plans) and can find no 
comments from the Design Out Crime Officers (previously the Police Architectural Liaison 
Officer) who is our point of contact with the police on planning matters.   

Subsequent reserved matters applications, which dealt with the detail of the primary 
movement corridor through Marham Park and included the details of the connection to 
Clay Road, also received no comments in this regard. The only application where there is a 
police response is the most recent iteration of these applications (there are a number of 
variation applications due to changes in the drainage infrastructure and planting but no 
changes in the layout). 

The comments they made at this stage in the process covered general site specifications in 
terms of play areas, street furniture and planting. There is no objection to the link to Clay 
Road. 

I do find all of this a little bizarre, but having been at the inaugural RAMP meeting, I have 
not been invited back since, so am unable to help them on this issue. In 16½ years as a Bury 
St Edmunds Town, St Edmundsbury Borough, Suffolk County and West Suffolk Councillor, I 
have never known a resident’s association not communicate with all of their councillors 
before. It is a sad and very strange situation for the residents, but most of them know I am 
always here if they need me. 

I have been doing all I can to get an integrated sustainable footpath/cycle path/bridge to 
ASDA from Marham Park through the estate, and to suggest closing this off seems a very 
strange thing to do or even suggest and will totally scupper these proposals. 
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2. Visit to Gatehouse and Allison’s Eatery as Deputy Mayor on Christmas Day 

As stated last month, formed in 1986, Gatehouse aims to help those in material and emotional 
need throughout West Suffolk. Their services and activities are based in Bury St Edmunds and 
help raise awareness of the causes of social injustice by undertaking voluntary projects in social 
welfare by providing practical help for disadvantaged families and individuals throughout the 
area. 

They have 4 separate projects: 

1. The Memory Café – Dementia Hub 

2. Furniture Re-use/ Recycling Store for individuals and families in need 

3. Gatehouse Day Centres for Elderly with Mental health issues and social isolation 

4. Bury St Edmunds Foodbank 

5. Gatehouse Christmas Project 

I was delighted to be invited to attend their annual Christmas Day Project for lonely people in 
Bury St Edmunds on Christmas Day. It really was a fabulous event and I had a great time talking 
to everyone who enjoyed a fabulous Christmas Day Meal there. 
 

  

 

For further information on Gatehouse and if 
you know anyone who may benefit from 
attending this event next Christmas, please 
contact Amanda Bloomfield or Elaine 
Channen (pictured left) at Gatehouse:- 

 
01284 754967 

 
www.gatehouse.org.uk  
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As I left the Gatehouse event which was held at St. Benedict’s 
School in Beetons Way, I spontaneously decided to pop into 
Allison’s Eatery in St Olaves Precinct as I knew she was also 
holding an event for the lonely on the estate. 
 
There were quite a few local residents in there enjoying a 
fabulous vegan Christmas Lunch and my fellow St Olaves Ward 
West Suffolk Councillor Max was in there too. Well done to 
Allison to what I think we all feel is a great addition to the estate, 
and well done also for putting on such a fabulous event for the 
lonely of the estate on Christmas Day. 

 

3. Carnival Update – Carnival Court Funday – Saturday February 1st, 2020 

As previously mentioned, a group of us 
are bringing back the Bury St Edmunds 
Carnival on Saturday June 13th, 2020. It 
will be the first one since the Bury St 
Edmunds Town Council one in 2006 and 
so we would like as many people as 
possible to join in the fun. 

On Saturday February 1st at The Hunter 
Club in St Andrews Street South, we will 
be holding a Carnival Court Funday. As 
part of the event, there will be 
competitions to choose the following 
positions for the Carnival:- 

1. Carnival King (Aged 16+) 
2. Carnival Queen (16+) 
3. Carnival Princess (Aged 7-15) 
4. Carnival Prince  (Aged 7-15) 

This will not be a beauty competition, it 
will be games/competitions on the day to 
find the winners.  

Email: bsecarnival@gmail.com for more 
information on the Carnival Court day and 
for a float for the Carnival itself.  

4. West Suffolk Council Overview & Scrutiny Committee – Car Parking Review 

As many of you will have seen on the front page of this week’s Bury Free Press as well as online, 
the West Suffolk Council Car parking review group, chaired by one of the councillors who 
represents St Olaves Ward on the county council, are recommending car parking charge 
increases, as well as removing the popular Tuesday’s “Free from 3pm” option. It was described 
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on the front page of the Bury Free Press as a “Kick in the teeth to town centre shops” and 
“nonsensical in light of a declining high street”. 

The proposals will be discussed by the West Suffolk Overview & Scrutiny Committee this 
Thursday at 6pm at West Suffolk House. If you have strong feelings on this, one way or another, 
please come along around 5:30’ish if you wish to speak on this. All information and papers on 
this meeting can be found by clicking on the link below. 

https://democracy.westsuffolk.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=522&MId=4582 

5. Abbey of St Edmund – 1000 Years  

 

2020 marks 1,000 years since King Canute founded the Abbey of St Edmund. We are celebrating 
this historic event with a full year of celebrations. 

Full details here: https://www.visit-burystedmunds.co.uk/abbey-1000 

6. Items Requested from last month’s Meeting  

At last month’s H.E.A.R.T. meeting, two items were raised and I have an update as follows:- 

6.1 Benches outside playground behind the Newbury Community Centre 

There was a request that the memorial bench installed for the late PCSO Sue Medcraft is moved 
inside the playground and that the one outside towards the community centre is removed. I 
have had a meeting with Damien Parker about this and he is looking into whether this is feasible 
and the costs involved. I will update at the next meeting. 

6.1 Maintenance of the Kite Boxes in St Olaves Precinct 

I also met with Damien to discuss the maintenance of the “Kite boxes” next to the Luke 
Southgate Memorial Garden. Damien has confirmed that this land is owned by West Suffolk 
Council, and now they have been asked by me, they will start to maintain it. It had been 
overlooked previously. 
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I wish everyone a good January, and look forward to seeing you all at the February meeting on 
Monday February 17, 2020. 

Paul J. Hopfensperger 
________________________________________          20/01/2020 
Cllr. Paul Hopfensperger 
Independent Councillor for St Olaves Ward - Since 2005 
Bury St Edmunds Town Council and West Suffolk Council 
Deputy Mayor of Bury St Edmunds 
 
IMPORTANT FOOTNOTE 

If anyone has any questions on anything or issue(s) to raise with me then e-mail is always the best 
way to contact me (NOT Facebook Messenger or Facebook posts or Twitter which are not GDPR 
compliant).  

I must have your consent to pass the e-mail on to 3rd parties help address your issue so please put: 
“You have my permission to pass this e-mail onto whoever you deem necessary to address this issue” 
or similar. Thank you.  


